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TO THE 


Lady ABNEY, 


Mother of the Deczastp, 
AND TO 


Mrs. MART ABN Ex, 


AND 
Mrs ELIZABETH ABNEY, 


Her Two ſurviving SISTERS, 


MADAM, 


F Sorrows could be diminiſhed in 
Proportion to the Multitude of 
2 who ſhare in them, the 
Spring of Your Tears would 
have been drawn almoſt dry, and the Tide 
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of Grief -have - funk lou by beim divided 
1466/4 thouſand Sieami. But thongh this 
cannot afford perfect Relief to Your L a- 
DYSHIP, yer it muſt be ſome Conſolation 
to have been bleſs'd with a Daughter, whoſe 
Remdyal \from, zus World could give Octa- 
fron for ſo general a Mourning. 

J confeſs, MADAM, the Wound which 
was made by ſuch a ſinarting Strobe is not 
to-be healed in a Day or two, Reaſon per- 
mits ſome Rijings 6f the ſofter and kinder 
Paſfions in ſuch @ Seaſon; it fhews at leaſt 
that our Hearts are not Marble, and re- 
veals the tender Tagredients that are mould- 
ed up in our Frame ; nor does Religion per- 
mit us to be inſenſible when a God affiitts, 
though he doth it with the Hand of a Father 
and a Friend. Nature and Love are full of 
theſe Senſibilities, and incline You to miſs her 
Preſence in every Place where ſhe was wont 
to attend You, and where You rejoiced in 
her as one of your deareſt Bleſſings. She is 
taken away indeed from mortal Sight, and 
70 
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to follow her Remains to the Grave and 8 

dwell there, gives but à datk and melans 
choly View till the great Rifing-Day. Faith 
may ken the diſtant Proſpet®, and exult in 
the Sight of that glorious Futurity z yet I 
think there is alſo a nearer Relief, Mapa, 
to Your Sorrews. By the Vertues which ſbone 
in her Life You may trace the Aſcent of her 
Spirit to the World of Immortality and Foy. 
Could Your LADYSHI keep the Eye of 
Tur Soul directed thither, You would find 
it an effetual Balm for a Heart that bleeds 
at the painful Remembrance of her Death. 
What could Your LadvsulP have a- 
ed as a higher Fawour of Heaven, than to 
have born and train'd up a Child for that 
glorious Inheritance, and to have her ſecu. 
red of the Poſſeſſion beyond all poſſible Fear 
or Danger of lofing it. 


THIS, MADAM, is Your own divineft 
| Hope for Yourſelf, and You are haſtening on 
toward that bleſſed Society as faſt as Days 
and Hours give Leave. When Your Thoughts 
deſcend 
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vi The Dedication: 

deſtend to this lower World again, there are 
tuo living, Comforts near You of the ſame 
Kind with (what You have loſt : May Tour 
LADYSHIP Pejarce in them yet many 
Years, and they in Du] And when Jeſus, 
who bath the Keys of Death and the invi- 
feble State, ſhall. appoint the Hour for Your 
Aſcent to Heaven, may You leave them be- 
hind to bleſs the World. with fair Examples 


of Vertue" and Piety among Men, and a long 


Train of Services for the Intereſt of their 
Redeemer. | e I 


IF TI. were to ſay any thing, YouNG 
LADIES, t You in particular, it ſhould 
be in the Language of our Saviour and his 
beloved Apoſtle, Hold faſt what You have 
till the Lord comes that none may deprive 
You of Your Crown. Take heed to Your- 
ſelves that You loſe not the Things which 
You have wrought, but that Ye receive a 
full Reward. Go on and perſevere as You 
have begun in the Path of true Religion and 
Happineſs: And in this Age of Infidelity 


and 


Lond 
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and degenerate Life be Ye daily more eſta- 
bliſhed in the Chriſtian Faith and Practice 
in Oppoſition to the Smiles and Froums and 
every Snare of a vain deluſive World. Let 
this one Thought ſet a double Guard upon 
You, that while Your Elder Sifter was with 
You it was ſomething eaſier to reſiſt every 
Temptation, when ſhe had pronounced the 
firſt Refuſal : Her Steadineſs was a Guard 
which You have now loſt, but You have an 
Almighty God in Covenant on Your Side and 
the Grace of our Lord Jeſus is ſufficient 
for You. 


T O his Care, my LADY, I commend 
Yourſelf and Your whole Family with affec- 
fionate Petitions, and am 


MADAM, 
Your Lapysnri1yP's moſt obliged 


and faithful Servanr, 


London, Apr. 28. 
1732. 


1LWATTS. 


"© 15 oo > «& ce Ex -” 


— 4+" 

* * 

If "of; . 

: 2 * f 


„ „ „ „ * „„ „ „ „„ „ „ „„ „„ 
* * rr 


* NM R N R * X K K „ M X „ X „ „ X K X „% „„ «„ „ 


FY 
Funeral Sermon, &'. 


T is an awful Providence which 
hath lately removed from among 
us a young Perſon well known to 
moſt of you, whoſe agreeable 

| Temper and Conduct had gain'd 

the Eſteem of all her Acquaintance, whoſe 

Conſtitution of Body together with the Fur- 

niture of her Mind and Circumſtances in the 

World concurr'd to promiſe many futureYears 

of Life and Uſefulneſs. But all that is born 

of the Race of Man is frail and mortal, and 
all that is done by the Hand of God is wiſe 
and holy. We mourn, and we ſubmit in Si- 
lence. Yet the Providence hath a Voice in 
it, and the Friends of the Deceaſed are very 
ſollicitous that ſuch an unexpected and in- 
ſtructive Appearance of Death might be reli- 
giouſly improv'd to the Benefit of the Living. 


For this End I am deſired to entertain you at 
B preſent 
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2 A FUNERAL SERMON for 


preſent with ſome Meditations on thoſeWords 
of our Saviour, which you read in 


Lore XII. 37. 


Bleſſed are thoſe Servants whom the Lord, when 
he cometh, ſhall find watching. 


ARIOUS and well-choſen are thoſe 
Parables whereby our Saviour gave 
Warning to his Diſciples, that when he was 
departed from this World they ſhould ever 
be upon their Guard, and always in a Readi- 
neſs to receive him at his Return; becauſe he 
would come on a ſudden and in ſuch an Hour 
as they thought not, to demand an Account of 
their Behaviour, and to diſtribute his Recom- 


penſes according to their Works. There are 


two of theſe Parables in this Chapter: But 
to enter into a Detail of all the particular 
Metaphors which relate to this one whence 
I have borrow'd my Text, would be too te- 
dious here, andwould ſpend too much of the 
preſent Hour. Without any longer Preface 
therefore, I ſhall apply myſelf to improve 
the Words to our ſpiritual Profit in the fol- 
lowing Method. | 


I. Shall enquire what is meant by the Coming 
of Chriſt in the Text, and how it may be 
properly apply'd to our preſent Purpoſe or 
the Hour of Death. 


II. 1 
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Mrs. SARAH ABNEY.. 3 


II. I ſhall conſider what is imply'd in the 
Watchfulneſs which our Saviour recom- 
mends. 


III. Propoſe ſome Conſiderations which will 
diſcover the Bleſſedneſs of the watchful Soul 
in a dying Hour, 


IV. I ſhall add ſome Practical Remarks. 


Firſt, Let us enquire what is meant by the 
Coming of Chriſt in my Text. 

The Coming of Chriſt in ſome of theſe Pa- 
rables may have Reference to his ſpeedy Ap- 
pearance in the Courſe of his Providence in 
that very Age, to judge and puniſh the Feu- 
z/þ Nation, to deſtroy their City and put an 
End to their Church and State, for their ma- 
ny heinous Iniquities and the moſt provoking 
Crime of rejecting and crucifying the Son of 
God. But theſe Words in their ſupreme and 
molt important Senſe always point to the glo- 
rious Appearance of Chriſt. at the laſt Day, 
when he ſhall come to ſhut up all the Scenes 
of this frail Life, to put an End to the pre- 
ſent World, to finiſh all the Works of this 
mortal State, and to decide and determine 
the eternal States of all Mankind by the ge- 
neral Judgment. | 

Vet Chriſt comes to each of us in the Hour 
of Death alſo, for he hath the Keys of Death 
and of Hell, or of the inviſible World, Rev. 


1.18, It is he who appoints the very Mo- 
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ment when the Soul ſhall be diſmiſs'd from 
this Fleſh, he opens the Doors of the Grave 
for the dying Body, and he is Lord of the 
World of Spirits, and lets in new Inhabitants 
every Minure into thoſe unſeen Regions of 
immortal Sorrow or immortal Peace. 

And as Chri/t may be ſaid to come to us by 
the Meſſage or Summons of Death, ſo the many 
ſolemn Warnings and Commands of Watchful- 
neſs which attend theſe Parables of Chri/t have 
been uſually and with good Reaſon applied to 
the Hour of Death alſo, for then the Lord 
comes to ſhut up the Scene of each of our 
Lives, our Works are then finiſhed, our laft 
Day is come, and the World is then at an End 
with us. 

Let it be obſerved alſo that there is a fur- 
ther Parallel between the Day of the general 
Judgment and that of our own Death: The 
one will as certainly come as the other, but 
the Time when Chr:i/t will come in either 
of theſe Senſes is unknown to us and uncer- 
tain: And it is this which renders the Duty 
of perpetual Watchfulneſs ſo neceſſary to all 
Men. The Parable aſſures us that our Lord 


will certainly come, but whether at he /e- 


cond or third Watch, whether at Midnight or 
at Cock-crowing or near the Morning, this is 
all Uncertainty; yet whenſoever he comes 
he expects we ſhould have our Loyns girded 
like Servants fit for Buſineſs, and our Lamps 
burning to attend him at the Door, and that 
we be ready to receive him as ſoon as be knocks. 


Were 
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Were the appointed Hour of Judgment or 
of Death made known to us for Months or 
Years before-hand, we ſhould be ready to 
think conſtant Watchfulneſs, a very needleſs 
Thing. Mankind would perſuade themſelves 
to indulge their fooliſh and ſinful Slumbers, 
and only take Care to rub their Eyes a little 
and beſtir themſelves an Hour or two before 
this awful Event: But tis the Suddenneſs and 
Uncertainty of the 8 of Chrift to all 
Mankind, for either of theſe Purpoſes, that 
extends the Charge of Watchfulneſs to all 
Men as well as to the Apoſtles, Mark xiii. 
37. and that calls upon us aloud to keep our 
our Souls ever awake, 4% (as our Lord there 
expreſſes it) leſt, coming ſuddenly he ſhould find 
us fleeping. And remember this, that if we are 
unprepared to meet the Lord at Death we 
can never be ready when he comes to Judg- 
ment: Peace and Bleſſedneſs attend the 
watchful Chriſtian whenſoever his Lord 
cometh. Bleſſed 1s that Servant, whom, when 
his Lord comes, he ſhall find watching. This 
leads me to the ſecond General Head. 


Secondly, What is implied in Watchfulneſs. 


Anſw. In general it is oppoſed to ſleeping, 
as I have already hinted, on Mark xiii. 35,36. 
And in the Language of Scripture as well as 
in common Speech Sleep and S/umbering de- 
note an Unpreparedneſs to receive whatever 
comes, for this is the Caſe with thoſe who 

are 
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are aſleep On the other hand Watchfulneſs is 


a Preparation and Readineſs for every Event, 
and ſo it is expreſs'd in ſome of theſe Para- 
bles, ver. 40. Be ye therefore ready. But to 
enter into a few Particulars. 

1. There is a Sleep of Death, Pſal. xiii. 3. 
Spiritual Death as well as natural is ſome- 
times called a Sleep. Such is the Caſe of a 
Soul dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, Eph. v. 14, 
compared with ii. I. Awake thou that fleepeſt 
and ariſe from the Dead, and Chriſt ſhall give 
thee Light. 

Watchfulneſs therefore implies Life, a Prin- 
ciple of ſpiritual Life in the Soul: Surely thoſe 
who are dead in Sins are not prepared to re- 
ceive their Lord: He is a perfect Stranger to 
them, they know him nor, they love him 
not, they obey him not; and a terrible Stran- 
ger he will be if he comes upon them before 
they are awake. But thoſe who are awaken'd 
by Divine Grace into a ſpiritual Life have 
ſeen ſomething of e Glory of God in the Face 
of Jeſus Chriſt, they are acquainted with their 
Lord, they love him, and have ſome Degree 
of Preparation to meet their Saviour when he 
ſummons them to leave this World. This is 
therefore a Matter of higheſt Conſequence 
that we awake from a State of Sin and Death, 
that we be made alive to God, begin the 
Chriſtian Life and ſet upon Religion in good 
Earneſt according to the Rules of the Goſpel 
before Chriſi calls us away. *Tis only this 


Divine Life begun in us that can ſecure us 
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from eternal Death ; though even Chriſtians 
may be found flumbering in other Reſpects, 
and expoſe themſelves to painful Evils it that 


Hour ſurprize them at unawares. 


2. There is a Sleep of Indolence and Thougbt- 
leſmneſs : When a Man is inſenſible of his own 
Circumſtances and too careleſs of the Things 
which moſt concern him, we ſay, The Mar 
1s afleep. Such a Sleep ſeems to be upon the 
Church of I1/rae/, Iſa. xxix. 10. 4 Spirit of 
deep Sleep, when the Law which contain'd 
the great Things of God and their Salvation 
was to them as a ſealed Book, they read it 
not, their Eyes were cloſed, their ſpiritual 
Senſes were bound up. Many a Chriſtian 
who hath been raiſed from a Death in Sin 
has been ſeized with this criminal Slumber, 
and has had the Image of Death come again 
upon him: He has grown too careleſs and 
unconcern'd about his moſt important and 
eternal Affairs; and in this Temper he hard- 
ly knows what his State is toward God, nor 
keeps up a lively Senſe or Notice of divine 
and eternal Things upon his Spirit. 

Watchfulneſs in Oppoſition to this Sleep 
implies a holy Sollicitude and Diligence to 
know our own ſpiritual State; a Conſciouſ- 
neſs of what we are; a Keeping all the ſpi- 
ritual Senſes in proper Exerciſe, and main- 
taining a lively Perception of divine Things. 
It implies an acute, painful Senſe of indwel- 
ling Sin and the irregular Propenſities of the 
Heart, a delightful Reliſh of heavenly Ob- 

jects, 
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jects, frequent Thoughts of Death and Eter- 


nity, conſtant waiting for thoſe awful Events, 
with a quick Apprehenſion and Reſentment 
of all things that help or hinder the ſpiritual 
Life. This is the Character of a! wakeful 
Chriſtian, and ſuch an one as is ready to re- 
ceive his returning Lord. 

3. There is a Sleep of Security and fooliſh 
Peace, when a Perſon is not apprehenſive of 
imminent Danger and is much unguarded 
againſt it. Such was the Sleep of Jonab in 
the Storm, of Samſon on the Lap of Delilah 
when the Philiſtines were upon him, and of 
the Diſciples when Judas and the Band of 
Soldiers were juſt ready to ſeize their Maſter. 
This is the Caſe of many a ſlumbering Chri- 
ſtian; he is not upon his Guard againſt his 
inward Luſts and Paſſions, nor againſt thoſe 
outward Temptations and Perils to which he 
is continually expoſed while he dwells in 
Fleſh and Blood. 

Watchfulneſs in this Reſpe& is when a 
Chriſtian hath his Eyes open and turns them 
round on every Side to foreſee approaching 
Evil and prevent it; when he is prepared for 
every Aſſault of every Adverſary, whether 
Sin or the World, whether Death or the 
Devil ; he hath his ſpiritual Armour girt up- 
on him and is ready for the Combat. He is 
every Hour guarding againſt the Powers of the 
Fleſh and watching againſt its Allurements 
and Attractions, leſt he be defiled thereby and 
unfit to meet his returning Lord: He is daily 
looſening 
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looſening his Heart from all ſenſual Attach- 
ments, and wean ing himſelf from the World 
and Creatures, becauſe he knows he muſt 
quickly take his long Farewel and part with 
them all at the Call and Appointment of his 

reat Maſter. He is like a Centinel upon 
his Watch- tower ever awake becauſe Dan- 
gers ſtand thick around him. 

4. There is a Sleep of Sloth and Inactivity, 
Prov. xiv. 15. Slothfulneſs caſteth into a deep 
Sleep. A little more Sleep, a little more Slum- 
ber, faith the lazy Chriſtian, who turns upon 
his Bed, as the Door upon its Hinges, and 
makes no Progreſs or Advance in his Way to 
Heaven. We are ſleepy Chriſtians when we 
do little for God or our own Souls in Com- 
pariſon of the vaſt Work and important Va- 
rieties of Duty that lie upon us: When our 
Zeal is cold, and our Efforts of Service ſlight 
and feeble : When the Light of Grace ſhines 
ſo dim and the Spark of Holineſs is ſo cover'd 
with Aſhes, that it is hard to ſay whether it 
burn or no. As in natural Things fo in ſpiri- 
tual, 'tis a difficult Matter ſometimes to di- 
{tinguiſh between a dead Man and a lethar- 
gick Sleeper. 

Watchfulneſs in Oppoſition to this Slumber 
is a lively and vigorous Exerciſe of every 
Grace, and a diligent Attendance on every 
Duty, both toward God and Man, a conſtant 
Converſe with Heaven by daily Devotion, 
an active Zeal for God in the World, a ſtea- 
dy Faith in the Promifes, a joyful Hope of 

C 


heavenly 


IS : 
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heavenly Bleſſedneſs, a longing Expectation 


of the returning Saviour, which he makes 
the Soul ſtretch out the Wings of Deſire and 
Joy as tho' it were going forth to meet him. 
This is the Meaning of the Apoſtle Peter's 
Expreſſion, 2 Pet. iii. 12. Looking for and 
haſtening to the Coming of the Day of God. 

Put all theſe Things together now, and 
they make up the Character of a watchful 
Chriſtian: He is awake from the Sleep of 
Death and made ſpiritually alive; he hath the 
Work of vital Religion begun in his Heart. 

He is awake from the Sleep of Thought- 
lefneſs and Indolence, he is ſollicitous to know 
his own State and hath good Hope through 
Grace, he lives in the View of heavenly 
Things, and keeps his Eye open to future 
and eternal Glories. 

He is awake from the Sleep of Security, 
he is upon his Guard againſt every Danger 
and ready to receive every Alarm. 

He is awake from the Sleep of Slothfulne/s, 
and is active in the Purſuit of the Glory of 
his God and his own eternal Intereſt, and 
ſtill preſſing toward the Mark to obtain the 
Prize. This is the Soul that is ready to 
meet a returning Saviour, and to receive 
his Lord when he comes, either at the Hour 
of Death or to the general Judgment. 


Thirdly, Let me propoſe ſome ſpecial Con- 
ſiderations which diſcover the Blefſedneſs of the 
watchful Chriſtian at the Hour of Death. 

1. Confid. 
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1. Confid. That Moment diſpoſſeſſes us of 
every Enjoyment of Fleſh and Blood and di- 
vides us from the Commerce of this viſible 
World, but the wakeful Chriſtian is happy, for 
he is ready to be thus divided and diſpoſſeſſed. 
Death breaks the Band at once between us 
and all the ſenſible Things round about us, 
by diffolving the Frame of this Body which 
had united us to them; and the watchful 
Saint is content to have that Bond broken, 
theſe Unions diſſolved. His Heart and Soul 
are not torn away from the dear Delights of 
this mortal State with that Pain, Anguiſh 
and Horror that attends the Sinner when 
Death ſummons him off the Stage, and di- 
vides him from his fleſhly Idols. The Chri- 
ſtian hath been untying his Heart by Degrees 
from the deareſt Delights of Senſe, and diſ- 
engaging it from all that is not immortal: 
With holy Pleaſure he can bid Farewel to 
Sun, Moon and Stars, and to all Things 
which their Light can ſhew him, for he is 
going to a World where the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs ever ſhines in unclouded Glory, and 
diſcovers ſuch Sights as are infinitely ſupe- 
rior to all that the Eyes of Fleſh can behold: 
He can part with Friends and Kindred with 
a compoſed Spirit, for he is going to meet 
better Friends and diviner Kindred, as we 
ſhall ſhew immediately: He can leave his 
dying Fleſh behind him and commit it to the 
Duſt in joyful Hope of the great riſing Day, 
and he hath a better Manſion at preſent pro- 

C 2 vided 
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vided for him on high in his Father's Houſe, 
while he lives far ſeparate from all earthly 
Dwellings. 2 Cor. v. 1. We know that if this 
earthly Houſe of our T abernacle be diſſolved we 
have a Building of God not made with Hands 

eternal in the Heavens. | 
2. Conſid. The Moment of Death finiſhes 
our State of Trial and fixes us unchangea- 
bly in the State of Sin or Holineſs, in which 
we are then found; and bleſſed is the watch- 
ful Chrijitan, for he is prepared to have his 
Trial thus ended and his State thus fixed and 
made unchangeable. As the Tree falls, fo it 
lies, Ecclel. xi. Io. whether to the North or the 
South: As the Soul parts from the Body ſo 
it remains, whether fitted for Heaven or 
Hell. It is therefore a Matter of the laſt 
Importance to be prepar'd and ready for ſuch 
an eternal Sentence and unchangeable De- 
termination. Were any of us to be ſurpri- 
zed ſome Moment this Day, and forced to 
continue all our Lives in that very Poſture 
of Body in which we are then found, ſhould 
we not be awake and keep ourſelves in the 
moſt natural and eaſy Geſtures all that Day, 
leſt we be ſeized at once and fixed in ſome 
diſtorted, painful and vneaſy Situation all 
ur Months and Years to come? Cr if we 
were tobe bound down to one ſingle Thought 
or Paſſion all the Remnant of our Life in 
which we were found in any uncertain Mi- 
nute in this Hour, ſhould we not watch with 
utmoſt Care, and guard againſt every un- 
| pleaſing 
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pleaſing Thought and every fretful and vex- 
ing Paſſion, leſt it ſhould be fixed upon us 
till we die? | 
Now this is the Caſe at Death: The al- 
mighty Voice of God then pronounces, He 
that is unclean and unholy muſt for ever be un- 
holy and unclean, but he that is righteous let 
him be righteous ſtill, and he that is holy ſhall 
be for ever holy, Rev. xxii. 11. I will not 
preciſely determine that this is the Senſe of 
that Text, yet ſince the Apoſtle ſpeaks there 
concerning the Coming of Chri/! it may be 
very applicable to the preſent Caſe. Now 
how dreadful ſoever this Thought is to a 
uilty ſinful Creature, 'tis no Terror to a 
wakeful Chriſtian: He is ready to have theſe 
Words pronounced from Heaven, for they 
will eſtabliſh him in eternal Holineſs and 
eternal Peace: He hath endeavour'd to ſe- 
cure to himſelf an Intereſt in the Love of 
God through the Faith and Love of Jeſus 
the bleſſed Mediator, and at Death he is fix- 
ed for ever in their Love. He hath loved 
God in Time and in this viſible World, and 
there is nothing in all the unſeen Worlds, 
nothing through all the Ages of Eternity 
ſhall ever ſeparate him from the Love of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus. The Moment of Death 
hath fixed him for ever a holy and beloved 
Soul, beyond the Power of Creatures to 
change his Temper or his State. This is the 
Bleſſedneſs of the watchtul Chriſtian. 


3. Conſid. 
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. Confid. Death ſets us in a more imme- 
diate and ſenſible Manner in the Preſence of 
God, a glorious and a holy God, God the 
Judge of all; and -lefſed is the watchful Chri- 
ftian, for he is willing to land before this God, 
to be brought into his Preſence: This is what 
he hath longed and prayed for, to be for 
ever with God. It is the Bleſſedneſs that 
he hath ſought with inceſſant Labours and 
Tears, with holy Diligence and daily Devo- 
tion, and bleſſed is the Pure in Heart who 
hath watched againſt the Pollutions of the 
World, for he ſhall jee God, Matth. v. 8. 

It is certain that when the Soul departs 
from the Body it returns to God who gave it, 
Eccleſ. xii. 7. And probably to God as a 
Judge too, Heb. ix. 27. after Death Fudg- 
ment. There is ſome Sort of Determination 
of the State of each fingle Perſon at Death 
before the great and general Judgment-Day, 
becauſe that Day is appointed rather for the 
publick Vindication of the Equity of God in 
his Diſtribution ' of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, and is particularly put into the Hands 
of our Lord Feſus: Now ſince the ſeparate 
Soul returns to God who gave it, it is of 
vaſt Importance that we be then prepared 
to come before him. 

Some of us here would be mightily afraid 
of appearing before a Prince or a great and 
honourable Perſon in an Undreſs; but for 
our Souls in a naked State or in a Garment 


of ſinful Pollution to be ſurprized by the 


great 
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great and holy God, to be ſet on a ſudden 


in his Preſence, What Terror is contain'd in 
this Thought! Now the watchful Chriſtian 
hath this Bleſſedneſs, he is waſhed from his 
Defilements in the Blood of the Lamb, he is 
clothed with the Robe of Righteouſneſs and the 
Garments of Salvation, Iſa. Ixi. 10. He is 
prepared to appear before a God of infinite 
Holineſs withour Terror, for he is made like 
him, he bears his Image, he appears as one 
of his Children and he is not afraid to ſee 
his Father. 

However ſome Commentators may confine 
and impoveriſh the Senſe of David in the 
End of the ſeventeenth Pſalm, yer I am per- 
ſuaded the Spirit of God in him defign'd to 
expreſs his Faith and Joy, either at the Hour 
of Death or in the Morning of the Reſur- 
rection, 1 Hall behold thy Face in Righteouſ- 
neſs, I ſhall be ſatisfied when I awake with thy 
Likeneſs : When the Pſalmiſt had deſcribed 
what were the Satisfactions of the Men of 
this World in Death, ver. 14. (viz.) that 
they had id their Houſes with Children and 
leave their Subſtance or ' Riches to them, he 
then declares what was his Support and 
Hope in his dying Hour, As for me, ſaith 
he, I have other Views: 1 am not afraid, O 
my God, to appear before thee in the other 
World, for 1 /hall ſee thy Face, not as a Cri- 
minal but as a Perſon approved and accept- 
ed and r:ghteous in thy Sight: I ſhall awake 
from this World of Dreams and Shadows in- 


ro 
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to thy compleat Image and perfect Holineſs; 
or 1 ſhall awake irom the Duſt of Death and 
ſhall be fully /atrsfied; and rejoice to find my- 
ſelf made /o zke my God, and to dwell for 
ever in his Preſence. 

4. Conſid. It is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt that 
lets the youl out of the Body, for he hath 
the Keys of Death, and of, the unſeen World, 
and bleſſed is the watchful Chriſtian who waits 

or the Coming of his Lord, for he can meet 
him gladly when fulfiliing this Part of his glo- 
rious Office, He ſhall be introduced by him 
into the Preſence of God his Father and 
ſhall receive moſt condeſcending Inſtances of 
Mercy from Chriſt himſelf. See the Text. 
Luke xii. 36, 37. Be ye your/elves lite Men that 
wait for the Lord, that when he cometh and 
knocketh ye may open to him immediately. Ble. 
fed are thoſe Servants whom the Lord when he 
cometh ſhall find watching: Verily T jay to 
you, he ſhall gird himje:f and make them ſit 
down to Meat and come forth and ſerve them. 
He ſhall condeſcend as it were even below 
the Office of a Steward, he ſhall bring our 
the heavenly Proviſions of his Father's Houſe 
and make them fit down in his Kingdom, and 

ive them divine Refreſhments after their 
Labours; he ſhall feed them as a Shepherd, 
ſhall /ead them to living Fountains of Waters, 
and afford them his Preſence for ever. 

The watchful Chriſtian is bleſs'd indeed 
when he ſhall be 'av/ent ſrom the Body and be 
at once preſent with the Lord, 2 Cor, v. 8. 

The 
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The Lord Jeſus whom he hath ſeen by Faith 
in his Goſpel, whoſe Voice he hath heard in 
his Word and obey'd it, Feſus whom he hath 
touched and taſted in the appointed Emblem 
of his Supper on Earth, in whom he hath be- 
lieved through the Word of Grace, and whom 
he hath loved before he ſaw him, ſhall now 
receive him into his Preſence, and the Diſciple 
ſhall rejoice for ever to meet his Lord with 
Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory. 

5. Confid. At the Hour of Death we are 
ent at once into an inviſible World, we ſhall 
find ourſelves in the midſt of holy or of un- 
clean Spirits; born away at once into an un- 
knovyn Region and into the midſt of unknown 
Inhabitants, the Nations of the ſaved or the 
Crouds of dummen Souls; And bleſſed is the 
watchful Chriſtian for he is ready to enter into 
the unſeen Regions : He knows he ſhall not be 
plac'd among thoſe whoſeCompany and whoſe 
Character he never loved here on Earth; hrs 
Soul ſhall not be gather'd with Sinners nor his 
Dwelling be with the Workers of Iniguity, 
bur with the Saints, the Excellent in the Earth 
in whom Was all his Delirbt. Every one when 
diſmiſs'd from the Priſon of this Body muſt 
go as the Apoſtles did, when releaſed from 
the Priſon at Feruſalem, muſt go to their own 
Company, Acts iv. 23. Judas the Traitor 
went to his own Place, Acts i. 25. And the 
watchful Chriſtian will be diſpoſed among 
Spirits of the Juſt made perfect, he will find 


himſelf in that bleſſed Society at his Diſmiſ- 
D ſion 
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ſion from Fleſh and Blood. Read and ſee 
what a glorious Society it is, Heb. xii. 22, 23. . 
To the innumerable Company of Angels, the N v 
general Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt-born | 


who are written in Heaven, to God the Fudge by 
of all, and to the Spirits of juſt Men made C 
perfect, and Jeſus the Mediator of the new Co- ur 
venant. The Apoſtle ſays, we are come to D 
them already, that is, by the Covenant of X\ 
Grace as adminiſtred under the Goſpel we uf 
are brought into a bleſſed Union with them ve 
in Spirit and in Temper even in this Life, we ne 
are Members of the ſame Body, and united cc 
to the ſame Head tho' we are not yet brought ro 
home: But at Death we are actually preſent ter 
with them, and dwell and converſe among 4 in 
them with holy Familiarity, as Citizens of 1 al 
the ſame heavenly Jeruſalem, as Parts of the m 
ſame ſacred Family and at home, as Children E B. 
of the ſame God and in their Father's Houſe. 1 wy 
'The watchful Chriſtian 1s at once carried in- 1 li 
to the midſt of the bleſſed World by mini- 4 k1 
ſtring Angels, the World where Abraham, 1 m 
Tjaac and Jacob dwell, and made a ſpeedy f fi 
Partaker of their Bleſſedneſs, Luke xvi. 22. 1 by 
6. Conjid. Death brings with it a moſt a- 3 20 
mazing and inconceivable Change of all our 1 18 
preſent Circumſtances and Thoughts, our te 
Actions and Purſuits, our Senſations and In- ö h 
joyments, I mean, all thoſe that relate to this 4 ſi 
Life only, ſuch as Eating, Drinking, Buy- 5 10 
ing, Selling, Sc. it diſlodges us from theſe ö al 
h 


Bodies, and thereby finiſhes all thoſe Aﬀec- 
0 | tions, 
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tions, Concerns and Labours which belong 
to the Body, and ſend us into another Sort 
World whoſe Affairs and Concerns are ſuch 
only as belong to Spirits, whether ſinful or 
holy: A moſt delightful or a moſtdreadful 
Change! A World of unknown Sorrows or 
unknown Happineſs! Luke xxiii. 43. This 
Day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe. Luke 
xvi. 22. The rich Man died and in Hell he lift 
up his Eyes. And indeed the Change is fo 
vaſt, that comparatively ſpeaking we know 
not what Sorrow or Happineſs is till this Day 
comes. Now it is a very fooliſh and dango- 
rous Thing at beſt to paſs into ſuch an ex- 
treme Change of States, infinitely worſe or 
infinitely better, while we are aſleep and at 
all Uncertainties: What if it ſhould be the 
miſerable State and we ſhould awake in Hell? 
But the watchful Chriſtian 1s bleſſed, for he 1s 
ready for this amazing Change. He hath long 
lived upon it by Faith and Hope, though he 
knows not ſo well what the particular Injoy- 
ments of Heaven are; and he is well ſatiſ- 
fied thar he is prepared for that happy World 
by God himſelf. 2 Cor.v. 5. He that hath 
wrought us for the ſelf-Jame thing is God: He 
is well pleaſed to have his Faith changed in- 
to Sight, and his Hope into Fruition : He 
hath been long pain'd and burden'd in this 
ſinful World with the vain Trifles, the poor 
low Cares and Amuſements of it; the Sins 
and Sorrows and Temptations that ſurround 


him in it, give him continual Diſquietudes, 
D 2 and 
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and he hath been training up in the School 
of Chrift by Devotion and good Works for 
thoſe higher Services of Heaven. Since he 
can truſt the Promiſes of the Goſpel and has 
had ſome ſmall Foretaſte of theſe Pleaſures, 
he knows that the Actions and Imployments, 
the Buſineſſes and Joys of the upper World 
are incomparably ſuperior to any Thing here 
on Earth, and free from all the uneaſy and 
defiling Circumſtances of this Life. He is 
awake to receive this Change: He rejoices in 
his Removal from World to World: His vi- 
tal and active Powers are ready for the Buſi- 
neſs of Paradiſe, and he opens his Heart to 
take in the Joy. 

7. Conjid. Death makes its Approaches of- 
tentimes and ſeizes us in ſuch a Manner as to 
give no Room for Prayers or Repentance, 


Then the Bleſjedneſs of the watchful Soul ap- 


pears, that if be is carried out of the World 


and Time in ſuch a ſurprizing Way, he is ſafe 
for Eternity. 


Sometimes the Meſſenger of Death {tops 


all our Thoughts and Actions at once by a 


lethargick Stroke, or confounds them all by 
the delirious Rovings of a Fever; the Light 
of Reaſon is eclipſed and darken'd, the Pow- 
ers of the Mind are all obſtructed, or the 
Languiſhings of Nature have ſo enfeebled 
them, that either we cannot exerciſe them 
to any ſpiritual Purpoſes, or we are forbid to 
do it tor Fear of Counter-working the Phy- 
fician, increafing the Malady and haſtening 

our 
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our Death. Thus we are not capable of 
making any new Preparation for the im- 
portant Work of dying; we can make uſe of 
none of the Means of Grace nor do any thing 
more to ſecure an Intereſt in the Love of 
God, the Salvation of Chriſt, and the Bleſ- 
ſings of Heaven. 

This is a very diſmal Thought indeed. But 
the watchful Chriſtian hath this Bleſſedneſs, 
that he is fit to receive the Sentence of Death 
in any Form; nor Lethargies, nor Deliriums, 
nor Languors of Nature can deſtroy the Seed 
of Grace and Religion in the Heart, which 
were ſown there in the Days of Health; nor 
can any of the formidable Attendants of 
Death cancel his former Tranſactions with 
God and Chriſt about his immortal Concerns. 
That great and momentous Work was done 
before Death appear'd, or any of its Atten- 
dants. He was not ſo unwiſe as to leave Mat- 
ters of infinite Importance at that dreadful 
Hazard: He is not now to begin to ſeek af- 
ter a loſt God, nor to begin his Repentance 
for paſt Sins: He is not now a Stranger at 
the Throne of Grace, nor beginning to learn 
to pray: He is not now commencing his Ac- 
quaintance with Jeſus Chriſt his Saviour in 
the midſt of a Tumult and Hurry of 
Thoughts and Fears, nor are the Works of 
Faith and Love and Holineſs to be now be- 
gun. Dreadful Work indeed, and infinitely 
hazardous! To begin to be convinc'd of Sin 
on the Borders of Death, and to make our 


firſt 
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firſt Inquiries afrer God and Heaven upon 
the very Brink of Hell! To begin to ask for 
Pardon when we can live in Sin no longer; 
to cry out, Jes, fave me, when the Waves 
of the Wrath of God are breaking in upon 
the drowning Soul! Hopeleſs Condition and 
extreme Wretchedneſs! To have all the hard 
Work of Converſion to go through under the 
Sinkings of feeble Nature, and to begin the 
Exerciſes of Vertue and Godlineſs under the 
wild Diſorders of Reaſon! What a Madneſs 
is it to leave our infinite Concerns at ſuch a 
horrible Uncertainty ! 

But theſe are not thy Circumſtances, oh 
wakeful Chriſtian : Nor was this the Caſe of 
our young departed Friend, though her Di- 
ſtemper ſoon diſcompoſed her reaſoning Pow- 
ers, and gave her very little Opportunity to 
make any preſent Preparation for dying. Bur 
ſhe had heard the Voice of Chri/t in his Go- 
ſpel betimes, and awoke to Righteouſneſs at 
his Call, chat ſhe might be always ready for 
his Summons in Death. Religion was her 
early Care, a Fear to offend God poſſeſs'd 
and govern'd her Thoughts and Actions from 
her Childhood, and heavenly things were her 
youthful Choice. She had appear'd for ſome 
Years in the publick Profeſſion of Chriſtia- 
nity and maintain'd the Practice of Godlineſs 
in the Church and the World; but it began 
much more early in Secret. Her beloved 
Cloſer and her retiring Hours were ſilent 
Witneſſes of her daily Converſe with God 
and 
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and her Saviour: There ſhe devoted her Soul 
to her Creator betimes according to the In- 
couragements and Rules of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and there ſhe found Peace and Sal- 
vation. It was there ſhe made a conſcien- 
tious Recollection of the Sermons ſhe heard 
in Publick from her tender Vears, and left 
behind her theſe Fruits of her Memory and 
her Pen to atteſt what Improvements ſhe 
gain'd in Knowledge by the Miniſtrations of 
the Word; and her Cabinet has now diſco- 
vered to us another Set of Memoirs wherein 
ſhe continually obſerv'd what Advances ſhe 
might make in real Piety by thoſe weekly 
Seaſons of Grace. | 
It was under theſe Influences ſhe main- 
tained a moſt duriful and affectionate Beha- 
viour to. her honoured Parents, and with 
filial Fondneſs mingled with Eſteem, Sub- 
miſſion and Reverence paid her conſtant Re- 
gards to the Lady her Mother in her Wi- 
dow'd Eſtate. It was by the united Princi- 
ples of Grace and Nature, ſhe lived with 
her younger Siſters in uncommon Harmony 
and Friendſhip, as though one Heart and 
Soul animated them all. It was under theſe 
Influences ſhe ever ſtood upon her Guard 
amongſt all the innocent Freedoms of Life, 
and though ſhe did not immure herſelf in 
the Walls of a Mother's Houſe, but indul- 
ged a juſt Curioſity to learn ſome of the 
Forms of the World, che Magnificence of 
Courts and the Grandeurs of Life, yet ſhe 
| knew 
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knew how far to appear among them and 
when to retire. Nor did ſhe forbid herſelf 


all the polite Diverſions of Youth agreeable 


to her Rank; nor did Reaſon or Religion or 
her ſuperior Relatives forbid her; yet ſhe 
was ſtill awake to ſecure all that belongs to 
Honour and Vertue, nor did ſhe uſe to ven- 
ture to the utmoſt Bounds of what Sobriety 
and Religion might allow. Danger of Guilt 
ſtands near the extreme Limits of Innocence. 
Shall J let this Paper inform the World 
with what friendly Decency ſhe treated her 
young Companions and Acquaintance, how 
far from indulging the modiſh Liberties of 
Scandal on the Abſent, how much ſhe hated 
thoſe ſcornful and deriſive Airs which Per- 
fons on higher Ground too often aſſume to- 
ward thoſe who are ſeated in the inferior 
Ranks of Life? Is it proper I ſhould ſay how 
much her Behaviour won upon the Eſteem 
of all that knew her, though I could appeal 
to the general Sorrow at her Death to con- 
firm the Truth of it? But who can forbear 
on this Occaſion to take Notice how far ſhe 
acquired that lovely Character in her narrow 
and private Sphere which ſeems almoſt to 
have been derived to her by Inheritance from 
her Honoured Father deceaſed, who had the 
Tears of his Country long dropping upon 
his Tomb, and whoſe Memory yet lives in 

a Thouſand Hearts? 
Such a Condition and ſuch a Character 
made up of Piety and Vertue were prepared 
for 
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for the Attacks of a Fever with malignanc 
and mortal Symptoms. Slow and unſuſpect- 
ed were the Advances of the Diſeaſe till the 
Powers of Reaſon begun to faulter and re- 
tire, till the Heralds of Death had made 
their Appearance and ſpread on her Boſom 
their Purple Enſigns. When theſe Diſorders 
began her lucid Intervals were longer, and 
while the thought no Perſon was near, ſhe 
could addreſs herſelf to God, and ſay, How 
often ſhe had given herſelf to him; ſhe 
hoped ſhe had done it ſincerely, and found 
Acceptance with him, and truſted that ſhe 
was not deceived. The Gleams of Reaſon 
that broke in between the Clouds gave her 
Light enough to diſcern her own Evidences 
of Piety and refreſh her Hope. Then ſhe 
repeated ſome of the laſt Verſes of the 139th 
Pſalm in Metre, (v:2 :) 


Lord, ſearch my Soul, try every Thought: 


Tho' my own Heart accuſe me not 


Of walking in a falſe Dijgurſe, 
LT beg the Trial of thine Eyes. 


Doth ſecret Miſchief lurk within ? 
Do I indulge. ſome unknown Sin? 
O turn my Feet whene'er I ſtray, 
And lead me in thy perfect Way. 


She was frequent and importunate in her Re- 
queſts for the Pſalm- book, that ſhe might 
read that Pſalm, or at leaſt have it read to 


her throughout; and ic was with ſome Dit- 
E ficulty 
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ficulty we perſuaded her to. be compoſed-in 
Silence; thus ſincerely willing was ſhe that 
God might ſearch and try her Heart, ſtill 
hoping well concerning we uy State, 
yet {till ſollicitous about the Aſſurance of her 
own Sincerity in her former Tranſactions 
with Heaven. 

The next Day among the Rovings of her 
Thoughts ſhe rehearſed all thoſe Verſes of 
the 17th Pſalm, which are paraphraſed in 
the ſame Book, with very little faultering in 
a Line or two: 


Tord J am tbine; but thou wilt prove 
My Faith, my Patience, and my Love, &c. 


The Traces of her Thoughts under this 
Confuſton of animal Nature retain'd ſome- 
thing in them divine and heavenly. 

O bleſſed Situation of Soul when we ſtand 
prepared for Death though it come with the 
formidable Retinue of a diſorder'd Brain and 
clouded Reaſon! It would be too long at pre- 
ſent to repreſent to you the /ad Conſequences 
of being found aſleep when Chriſt comes to call 
us away from this World, I ſhall therefore 
_ make theſe three Reflections. 

eflect. 1. None can begin too early to a- 
wake to Righteouſneſs and prepare for the 
Call of Chriſt, fince no one is too young to be 
ent for by bis Meſſenger of Death. I do not 
here ſpeak of the Stare of Infancy, when 
Perſons can hardly be ſaid to be in a perſonal 
State of Trial: But when I ſay, None can 


awake 
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awake too early to mind the Things of Religion, 
I mean, after Reaſon begins its proper Ex- 

erciſe, and this appears ſometimes in earl 
Childhood. All our Life in this World com- 
pared with Heaven is a Sort of Night and 
Seaſon of Darkneſs; and if our Lord ſum- 
mon us away in the firſt Watch of the Night, 
in the midſt of Youth and Vigour, and the 
pleaſing Allurements of Fleſh and Senſe, we 
are in a deplorable State if we are found 
ſleeping, and hurried away from Earth into 
the inviſible World in the midſt of our fooliſh 
Dreams of golden Vanity. Dreadful indeed, 
to have a young thoughtleſs Creature carried 
off the Stage ſleeping and dead in Treſpaſſes 
and Sins! Let thoſe that are drunk with Wine 
fall afleep upon the Top of a Maſt in the 
Middle of = Sea, where the Winds and the 
Waves are toſſing and roaring all around 
them ; let a mad Man who has loſt his Rea- 
ſon lie down to ſleep upon the Edge of a 
Precipice where a Pit of Fire and Brimſtone 
is burning beneath him and ready to receive 
his Fall; but let not young Sinners whoſe ra- 
tional Powers are in Exerciſe, and whoſe 
Life is every Moment a mere Uncertainty, 
venture to go on in their dangerous Slum- 
bers, while the Wrath of a God and eternal 
Miſery attend them if they die before they 
are awake. | 
Ic is granted that no Power beneath that 
which is divine, can effectually quicken a 
dead Soul and awaken it into a divine Life. 
E 2 It 
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It is the Work of God to quicken the Dead, 
Rom. iv. 17. Eph. ii. 5. It is the Son of God 
who is the Light and Life of the World, John 
1.4. To whom the Father hath given this 
quickening Power, John vi. 26. He calls 
Sinners from their deadly Sleep, Eph. v. 14. 
And they live by him as he lives by the Father, 
John vi. 57. He awakens dead Souls to 
Life by the ſame living Spirit which ſhall 
quicken their mortal Bodies, and raiſe them 
from the Grave, Rom. viii. 9, 11, 13. 2 Cor. 
iii. 3. which Spirit he hath received from the 
Father, John ili. 34. And on this Account 
we are to ſeek the vital Influences of this 
Grace from Heaven by conſtant and impor- 
tunate Prayer. Yet in my Text as well as in 
other Scriptures awaking out of Sleep and 
watching unto Righteouſneſs is repreſented as 
our Duty, and we are to exert all our natural 
Powers with holy Fervency tor this End, 
while our daily Petitions draw down from 
Heaven the promiſed Aids of Grace. Our 
Diligence in Duty and our Dependance on 
the Divine Power and Mercy are happily and 
effectually joyn'd in the Command of our Sa- 
viour on this very Occaſion in one of his Pa- 
rables, Mark xiii. 33. Watch and pray for ye 
know not when the J ime is that the Lord will 
come. Hud again, Chap. xiv. 38. Watch and 
pray that ye enter not into Temptation. Truſt 
not in your own Strength and Sufficien— 
cy for ſo glorious a Change to be wrought 


in your fintul Hearts, and yet negle& not 


your 
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your own Labours and reſtleſs Endeavours 7 
under a Pretence that it is God's Work and | | 
not yours. Awake thou that fleepeſt and ariſe 
from the Dead and Chriſt ſhall give thee Light. | 

Nor ſhould frail dying Creatures in their 
youngeſt Years delay this Work one Day nor 
one Hour, ſince the Conſequences of being 
found aſleep when Chriſt calls are terrible in- 
deed. We are beſet with Mortality all around 
us; the Seeds of Diſeaſe and Diſſolution are 
working within us from our very Birth and 
Cradle ever ſince Sin enter'd into our Natures; 
and we ſhould ever be in a Readineſs to re- | 
move hence ſince we are never ſecure from | 
the Summons of Heaven, the Stroke of | 
Death and the Demands of the Grave. IJ 

There was a lovely Boy the Son of the 2 
Shunamite, who was given to his Mother in 
a miraculous Way, and when he was in the YZ 
Field among the Reapers he cried out, My | 
Head, my Head; he was carried home im- 
mediately, and in a few Hours died in his | 
Mother's Boſom, 2 Kings iv. 18. Who would 
have imagin'd that Head-ach ſhould have 
been Death, and that in ſo ſhort a Time too? 
This is almoſt the Caſe which we lament at 
preſent; the Head-ach was ſent but a few 
Days before, nor was the Pain very intenſe, 
nor the Appearance dangerous, yet it became 
the fatal though unexpected Fore-runner of 
Death. 

This Providence is an awful Warning- 
Peice to all her young Acquaintance to. be 

ready 
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ready for a ſudden Removal ; for ſhe was of 
4 healthy Make, and ſeem'd to ſtand at as 
1 great a Diſtance from the Gates of Death as 
4 any of you: But the firmeſt Conſtitution of 
3 human Nature is born with Death in it. 
From every Age and every Spot of Ground 
and every Moment of Time there are ſhort 
and ſudden Ways of Deſcent to the Grave. 
Trap-Doors (if I may uſe fo low a Meta- 
phor) are always under us, and a Thouſand 
unſeen Avenues to the Regions of the Dead. 
A malignant Fever ſtrikes the ſtrongeſt Na- 
ture with a mortal Blaſt at the Command of 
the great Author and Diſpoſer of Life. My 
youngeſt Hearers may be called away from the Ne 
Earth by the next Pain that ſeizes them. No- T 
thing but Religion, early Religion and ſincere * 
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Godlineſs can give you Hope in youthful 


Death, or leave a fragrant Savour on your 


Name or Memory among thoſe that ſurvive. * 
1 Refl. 2. If ſuch Bleſſedneſs as I have de- bs 
| ſcribed belong ro every watchful Chriſtian ſo 
. at the Hour of Death, then it may not be th 
1 improper here to take Notice of ſome pecu- fog 
A liar Advantages which attend thoſe who ſhake * 
4 off the deadly Sleep of Sin in their younger he 
4 Tears, and are awake early to God and Re- TY 
A ligion. 0 
(I.) They have much fewer Sins to mourn as 

over on a Death-Bed and they prevent much * 
f bitter Repentance for youthful Iniquities. tie 
5 Holy Job was a Man of diſtinguiſh'd Piety, by 
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and God himſelf pronounces of him, that 
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there was none hike him in all the Earth, Job 

i. 18. but tis a Queſtion whether his moſt ear 
Days were devoted to God, and whether he 
was ſo watchful over his Behaviour in that dan» 
gerous Seaſon of Life, for he makes a heavy 
Complaint in his Addreſſes to God, Fob xi. 
26. Thou writeſt bitter Things againſt me and 
makeſt me to poſſeſs the Tniquities of my Youth. 
The ſooner we begin to be awake to Holi- 
neſs the more of theſe Follies and Sorrows 
are prevented : Happy thoſe who have the 
feweſt of them to embirter their following 
Lives or make a Death-bed painful ! | 
(z.) Young Perſons have fewer  Attach- 
ments to the World and the Perſons and 
Things of it which are round about them, 
and are more ready to part with it when their 
Souls are united to God by an early Faith 
and Love. They have not yet enter'd into 
ſo numerous Ingagements of Life, nor dwelt 
long enough here to have their Hearts grown 
ſo faſt on to Creatures, which uſually makes 
the Parting-ſtroke ſo full of Anguiſh and 
ſmarting Sorrow. A Child can much more 
eaſily abend to Heaven and leave a Parent 
behind, without that tender and painful Sol- 
licitude which a dying Parent has for the 
Welfare of a ſurviving Child. The Surren- 
der of all mortal Intereſts at the Call of God 
is much more eaſy when our Souls are not 
tied to them by ſo many Strings, nor united 
by ſo many of the ſofter Endearments of 
| Nature, 
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Nature ; and where Grace has taught us to 
practiſe an early Weaning from all temporal 
Comforts, and a little looſen'd our Hearts 
from them by the Faith of things eternal. 
(3.) Thoſe that have been awake betimes 
to Godlineſs give peculiar Honours to the 
Goſpel at Death, and leave this Teſtimony 
to the divine Religion of Jeſus, that it was 
able to ſubdue Paſſion and Appetite in that 
Seaſon of Life when they are uſually ſtrong- 
eſt and moſt unruly. They give peculiar 
Credit and Glory to the Chriſtian Name and 
the Goſpel, which has gain'd them ſo many 
Victories: over the Enemies of their Salva- 
tion, at that Age wherein Multitudes are the 
Captives of Sin and Slaves to Folly and 
Vanity. d 
(4.) Thoſe Chriſtians who are awake to God 
in their early Years leave more happy and 
powerful Examples of living and dying to 
their young Companions and Acquaintance. 
It is the Temper of every Age of Life to 
be more influenc'd and affected by the Prac- 
tiſe of Perſons of the ſame Years. Sin has 
fewer Excuſes to make in order to ſhield it- 
ſelf from the Reproof of ſuch Examples, 
who have renounced it betimes ; and Vertue 
carries with it a more effectual Motive to 
perſuade young Sinners to Piety and Good- 
neſs, when it can point to its Votaries of the 
ſame Age and in the ſame Circumſtances of 
Life. Why may not this be practiſed by 
*© you 
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* you as well as by your Companions round 
« about you, of the ſame Age?” Bur I 
muſt haſten to the laſt Reflection. 

Reflect. 3. When we mourn the Death cf 
Friends who were prepared for an early Sum- 
mons, let their Preparation be our Support. 
Bleſſed be God they were not found fleep- 
ing! While we drop our Tears upon the 
Grave of any young Chriſtian who was a- 
wake and alive to God, that Bleſſedneſs which 
Chriſt himſelf pronounces upon them is a 
ſweet Cordial to mingle with our bitter Sor- 
rows, and will greatly aſſiſt to dry up the 
Spring of them. The Idea of their Piety 
and their Approbation in the Sight of Gad is 
a Balm to heal the Wound and give preſent 
Eaſe to the Heart-ach. 

We are ready to run over their Vertues, 
and ſpread abroad their amiable Qualities in 
our Thoughts, and then with ſeeming Rea- 
ſon we give a Looſe to the mournful Paſ- 
ſion ; whereas all theſe when ſet in a true 
Light are real Ingredients towards our Re- 
lief. 

We lament the Loſs of our departed 
Friend, when we review that capacious and 
uncommon Power of Memory which the 
God of Nature had given her, and which 
was ſo well furniſh'd with a Variety of hu- 
mane and divine Knowledge, and was ſtored 
with a rich Treaſure of the Word of God, 
ſo that if Providence had called her into a 
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more pub] ick Appearance ſhe might have ſtood 
up in the World as a burning and ſhining 
Light ſo far as her Sex and Station requir'd. 
This Furniture of the Mind ſeems indeed to 
be loſt in Death and buried in the Grave; 


but we give in too much to the judgment of 


Senſe; Did not this extenſive Knowledge lay 
a Foundation for her early Piety? And did it 
not by this Means prepare her for a more 
ſpeedy Removal to a higher School of Im- 
provement, and a World of ſublimer Devo- 
tion ? And does ſhe not ſhine there among 
brighter and better Company ? 

We mourn again for our Loſs of a Perſon 
ſo valuable when we think of that general 
Calmneſs and Sedateneſs of Soul, which ſhe 
poſſeſsd in a peculiar Degree, fo that ſhe 
was not greatly elevated or depreſs'd by com- 
mon Accidents or Occurrences ; but this ſe- 
cur'd her from the Riſe of unruly Paſſions, 
thoſe ſtormy Powers of Nature which ſome- 
times fink us into Guilt and Diſtreſs, and 
make us unwilling and afraid of the ſudden 
Summons of -Chri/t, leſt he ſhould find us 
under theſe Diſorders. 

We think of her Firmneſs of Spirit and 
that ſteady Reſolution which join'd with a 
natural Reſerve was a happy Guard againſt 
many of the forward Follies and Dangers of 
Youth, and proved a ſucceſsful Defence a- 
gainſt ſome of the Allurements and Temp- 
rations of the gayer Years of Life: And 
then 
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then we mourn afreſh that a Perſon ſo well 
form'd for growing Prudence and Vertue 
ſhould be ſo ſuddenly ſnatch'd away from 
amongſt us. But this ſteady and diſpaſſio- 
nate Frame of Soul well improv'd by Reli- 
gion and Divine Grace became an effectual 
Means to preſerve her Youth more un- 
blemiſhed, and made her Spirit fitter for the 
heavenly World, where nothing can enter 
that is defiled, and whoſe Delights are not 
tumultuous as ours are on Earth; but all is 
acalm and rational State of Joy. 

We lament yet further when we think of 
her native Goodneſs and Unwillingneſs to 
diſpleaſe: But Goodneſs is the very Temper 
of that Region to which ſhe is gone, and 
ſhe is the fitter Companion for the Inhabi- 
tants of a World of Love. 

We lament that ſuch a Pattern of early 
Piety ſhould be taken from the Earth, when 
there are ſo few Practiſers of it, eſpecially 
among the Youth of our degenerate Age and 
in plentiful Circumſtances of Life. But it 
is a Matter of high Thankfulneſs to God who 
endow'd her with thoſe valuable Qualiries, 
and train'd her up ſo ſoon for a World fo 
much better than ours js. Let our Sorrow 
for the Deceaſed be changed into devour 
Praiſes to divine Grace. Let us imitate the 
holy Language of St. Paul to the Theſſaloni- 
ans and ſay, We are comforted even at her 
Grave in all our Afliction and Diſtreſs by the 

Remembrance 
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Remembrance of her Faith and Piety. hat 
ſufficient Thanks can we render unto God upon 
cher Account for all the Joy wherewith we re- 
Joice for her Sake before our God, Night and 
Day praying exceedingly that we may ſee her 
Face in the State of Perfection? And may 
.God himſelf, even our Father and our Lord 
7 Chriſt direct our Way to the happy 
orld where ſhe dwells, 1 Th iii. 7, &c. 
The Imitation of what was excellent in her 
Life and a watchful Readineſs to follow her 
in Death are the beſt Honours we can pay 
her Memory, and the wiſeſt Improvement 
of the preſent Providence. May the Spirit 
of Grace teach us theſe Leſſons and make 
us all learn them with Power, that when 
our Lord Jeſus ſhall come to call us hence 
by Death, or ſhall appear with all his Saints 
in the great Riſing-day, we may be found 
among his wakeful Servants, and partake of 
the promiſed Bleſſedneſs ! Amen. 
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